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WARNS THE
PEOPLE OF
THECOÜNTY

Mr, Todd Exposes Opera¬
tions of Land-Grabbers

ARE DAILY AT WQRK
SCANNING BOOKS

Discover Small Delinquency and
Then Set to Work on

Owner.

RICHMOND DRUGGIST IS
SAID TO HAVE PAID $500

Manx* People Have Been Caught,
anil Mr. Todd Say» the

Poor Suffer From It.
? Fruitful Fiel-i

for Specula¬
tion.

fio gre«t in Heiirico has become the evil
of land-grabbing, and so vicious lit Uh
effects upon many .of Ihe poor, that the
treasurer of the county deems It neces¬

sary to warn Ihe cltlr.cns generally and
to expose the very remarkable conditions
prevailing dally at the courthouse, where
..peculators are constantly at work over

ine land books, searching (for some over¬

sight, that will place an unsuspecting; and
oftentimes penniless property-holder In
l|i"lr power.

In. the · office of Mr. Todd yesterday
there was expressed the,desire mat the

-people might be Informed of he facts,
and advised to look carefully to the mat¬
ters pertnliilng lo their property, large or

small.' Mr. Todd said he wished,-for the
«ake of many poor persons, who are

being made to suffeiv to Issue a warn-

In«?. He ooujd not post, notices or any¬
thing of the sort, and his only medium-
of communication was the newnpapers.,.
These, he believed, would he Tendering a
service to humanity If they would, call-
attention to tiic evil. "You may'say It.as
coming from me. if ypu wish," he de~;
dared, "that every daythe land books,
are being scoured by people'-'who spend
nearly all of their time at the .business,
know this, end .to impress upon'them":the
need of great care In reference lo their
taxes."· ¦¦,,·¦'¦¦..·

Searching the Books.
The delinquent laws- of Virginia open

a fruitful field for the speculation now

rife In Henrlco. t'nder these laws land
delinquent for two years are subject to
..ale by the State. Any citizen '»as a right
ta apply for thorn, arid If after two more

years the owner falls to redeem his prop¬
erty, tho applicant 1? given a. deed there-
tor, and the ownership changes. Tho only
consideration is the amount, of faxes due,
which |6 ordinarily, very small. The
property-holder Is now utterly helpless.
Tho land-grabber usually offers to sell
tho. land: back to him for a sum consid¬
erably In excess of Uie taxe* ho paid,
and unless the original owner pays .this
no parta* with his heritage for good and
all. The law requires notices of these ap-
llcatloni} to he mailed to the owners, but
experience shows that this system ,1s very

Ineffective, somo ot tho notice·« never

reaching the real ownors. It redemption
of property occurs within tho two years,
then tho land-grabber gets back the taxes
he has-paid, wlh six per cent, added.

It can easily be seen what a rich har¬
vest may 1»*. reaped by those who take
advantage of ,tlw delinquent laws. The
land-grabbers, so-called, do not depend
particularly upon such people as have

neglected their property for * years,
thoiigh they mko these, too. Where they
catch the owner ls when ho has ^ over¬
looked some tax bill of a former year.
.Nearly every man Is liable to this over-'
sight, and many frequently find that
while their tux receipt« run up to the
present time, they are delinquent In some

small amount for, a period nome years
bnck' that, they had forgotten. It ls
here where the land-grabber gets In his
work,
M Ilio Henrlco courthouse every day

of tho week are certain individuals who
are «canning- the laud books, searching
for these llttlo overlooked delinquencies.
?? soon as one Is'discovered thoy set
the machinery In motion and secure the

property, paying the taxes. Then they
Infurili the owner and offer to sell the
lard back for a. sum much below the'no¬
timi property value, but mostly above
what (hey paid for It In laxes, ny this
speoiilallon they nro reaping ¡i consid-
erabl? profit, and at tho same time
Imposing ? great hardship upon many
of the poor.

Many Are Caught.
A day or two iigo there was placed in

the hands of the 'deputy sheriff a list
of about twenty people whoso property
was hi the ¿rnsji of the land-grabber.
Notices will lie inn 11ed lu Illéso people,
end If Uicy fall to show up tho title to
theli lauds will revert io the applicant
w.hu lins paid Ihe delinquent tux.
Many people urn being caught, in this

way, nuil n ¡lumber of them are poor nnd
umililo to met the sudden demand made
Pjion hem. Yet- If I hoy do not pay tho
.price set h.v Un« land-grabber, they lose
their homes. An old corn-field negro walk¬
ed Into Mr. Todd'H office a week or. so

ago and begun mourning th0 loss of ¡t

$oo arm farm.all ho had. The property
was valued ut about ?10O nnd was In tho
hands of tho Inud-grnbhors, who line! of¬
fered to sell it buck for a certain umotint,
"How much taxes do I owe, boss?"

Inquired tho darky.
"Nlnoty-thieo cents," he was told,
This sum of nlnety-lhroi» cents repre¬

sented wlint ilio speculators had paid for
tht; imi arios. Mr. Todd tuld tho negro
tlie only hop«, ho hud of keeping his farm
was to buy it luck, lie sont him lo the
olflea of the land-grabber.
*11 was rurthcr learned that ? proinU
rent druggist ??: itii'hniond was vl«v<
(liniied, -He owns n. handsome property
vejue/l ni perhaps t&.OOO. t??ß land-grab·
h«T*. «?? i'uild at U (iy paying taxes not
exceeding i'M, perhaps, Then .they .put

THE ARTIST'S VIEW OF CURRENT EVENTS
a price on it and offered to sell It back. 1
The prlco was five hundred dollars. The
owner had no recourse. He· paJd tho |
sum. Eveil a commissioner of th? revé-' 1
line, .Mr. L. H. Kemp, was caught In tho
net-as well as another well known Rich¬
mond gentlemen. The case of the'latter
has proyoked considerable amusement.
The gentleman Is an-examiner of titles,
end spends considerable time at the
courthouse almost touching arras -with the
landrera libers plying their trade. But
Uiey grabbed him, too.

Wants to Warn Them.
"I thlnk.it is time lo warn the peo¬

ple," said Treasurer Todd yesterday,
.'and particularly the poor pjpple upon
'whom great hardship Is being imposed.
Widows and orphans, owning a little
homo, 'veij· suddenly /find, themselves
without a home any longer, iinlesR they'
pay a. price they arc unable t.o meet. I
advise all property-Jiolderj«, for .their)
own benefit, lo look with more care to
the payment of taxes due. If they do
not, they are going' to.be caught. The

:'|f"nd*t>ook's, as I said before,,.are being j
'.«"arched every day by certain people |
at the conrtWouBo."
¦^Alr.-.Todd salri he- understood '· Oiat-'tlie'*
proposed new. .Torrenjs. system would
remWy' the evil, lender this-system de¬
linquent lands would be sold at public
auction, where the owner was bound to'
be aware of his Jeopardy. Moreover,
something like tho actual value would-
be secured. The State would deduct the
taxes due and then give, to the owner
the residue of the sum brought* in the
salr ,

'

TURKS KILL 500.
BUT LOSE HEAVILY

fBy Associated Press.)
SALÓNICA, MACEDONIA, Feb. 20.-

Another battle, occurred between the in¬

surgent Albanians in North Albania and
the Turkish troops, February 18th. The
Albanians were beaten, losing-COO men,
killed' and wounded. The Turks also
lost heavily.
Sheml Pasha, who was In command of

the Turks at· Dlakov'a. has been super¬
seded, owing to the Sultan's displeasure
at his unduly sever« treatment of tho
Albanians.

WILL WITNESS THE
NAVAL MANOEUVRES

(ny Associlited l'ress.1
WASHINGTON. D. C.¡ Feb. 20.-Ad>

iiiirut pewey, Assistant Secretary of
State Loomls, Rear-Admiral Taylor, nnd
Lieutenant Reginald V. Bolknap,' of the

.Bureau of Navigation, will i lèayo here
'Monday for Charleston, 8, C, whero they
will board the Mayflower nnd soil for
the Wet Indies to fitness the manoeuvres
of the combined fleets In those waters.

SENTENCED TO THREE
YEARS WITH NO JURY

-_.-

Ice Will Make Tliis a Croat
Shad Season.Richmond

Donation.
(.»pedal to Tho Times-Dispatch.)

FRKDKWÜKSBUKU. VA., Fob. 20,-
Hcnry Everett, who wa* Indicted by the

Brand jury nn the charge uf «altering the
ijtoi'o of L, (1. Rondi In ilio night for tho

purpose of robbery, when Ivo was shot
by ft trap gun, which led |o bla detection,
Wim tried by Judge A, T. I'liribrey In tho

Corporation Court hero, without p jury.
The judge fixed tho penalty for tho

prisoner ut three years in the peniten¬
tiary,
Mr, J. A. Onde, of Hk'ljiiioml, t|io con¬

tractor who made tho recent street im¬
provements hure, hua sent u, check for

IJ'< through Mrs. W, L. Brininoli, treas¬

urer, iis.ii donation to tho Mary Wash¬
ington Hospital. /
Ciiplntr. William NelUoy, nn old fisher¬

man Of the i'otomnii Hiver, says that ho

looks for mi early and profitablo fishing
«eason, and stated llini If tho river con¬

tinues trocen up until tho middle of
March that shad will be moro numerous
than ever known.
Mr, Samuel Fltzhugli, of this city, line

lu his possession ft number of interest¬
ing· old papers written by Miss I'lllcuheth
Bust, of Mornttlco, Vu., lu lier brother,
Benjamin P. Rust, of Fiedeilclcsburg.
The-first ouo Is dated December IS, 1813;
tho next July 21. 1811, und tho next Sep-
Uinbor 3P, 1811. all of which roter to KUb-
Jcots of great Interest In t|ios0 days.
Mr. FlUhugh also has a commission
Issued by baiali 'Minis, LloutenaiU-flov-
eriior, to Joseph ?. Diminuait, us a lleu-
tennnt of a troop of cavalry In the Fourth
regiment of millllu of that time,

BIRTHDAY OF

Will be Observed as a National
Holiday Here and Else¬

where.

SOLDIERS GO TQ ALEXANDRIA

Greatest Affair Ever Given in the
Old· Historic City on

the Potomac

Washington'*- birthday -will-b*» duly or»-

served in Richmond. The day Is à'na¬
tional holiday, and the banks, Uie State,
city and national departments will be
closed.
For- many years the natal day of the

Father of. His Country has been looked^
upon and observed as a day of reverence

by the American people.
This has be»n particularly true in the

East and in the South,· the, two sections
of th*> country that made up the original
thirteen States.

. Congress has made the 22d of Febru¬
ary a' national holiday, and tho States
and cities have followed. It up.
In the various sections of tho city the

day will be duly observed by the histori¬
cal societies and the patriotic -associa¬
tions.
Here the Virginia Society of tho Sons·

of tho American Revolution will engage
in a smoker and 'oyster supper at the
rooms of the Virginia Club, No. 23U
Fast. Grace Street, at S o'clock to-morrow
nigl\t. At that, timo the occasion will'
be made attractive by short addresses by
prominent members of tho society,

Annual Celebration.
.The committee In charge of the affair
consists of Messrs. Arthur B. Clarke,
Oeorgo T. Crawford and Ben. Blake
Minor.
As is the usual custom, the offices In

Die Capitol, Library, City Hall. Custom.-
I ouse, banks and postoffice will be
closed. The officers and their clerks will
remain In tho city nnd celebrate th» day
In tholn own íashlon. '

The public and'private schools will be

JEROME GETS WARM
AFTER SHIP TRUST

Will Make Investigation to Prove
or Disprove Statements That

Have Been Made.

(Special to The Times-Dispatch.)
NEW YORK, Feb. SO,.District Attor¬

ney Jerome will Inquire Into the ship¬
building trust without, reference to any
investigation that may be mudo by the
Stato authorities. Mr, Jorome's inquiry
will bo started early next week.
As soon ¡is those persons who wero

bucking the suit fur a receiver of the
company learned of the proposed Investi¬
gation, Mr. Jerome was notified that thoy
would give him any assistance In their
power. The transcript of the testimony
at the lust bearing in the shipbuilding
caso was foj-wnrded to Assistant District
Attorney Band.
The inquiry In tho first place will be

directed to discovering tho truth or falsity
of the several public statements concern¬
ing (ho company, nnd who made thnni.
ThW'P will be a special Inquiry also Into
tho operations In connection with the ac¬

quisition of the Bethlehem Bteol Com¬
pany.

SYMPATHY OF FLORIDA
IN DEATH OF HANNA

(Hi· -AHxnclntert Pre»*.)
JACKSONVILLE, MISS., Feb. 20.~Tlie

Stnto Henato ttk-dny adopted resolutions
µí sympathy ut the death of Senator
ll.iniiii. Although there Is not a Re¬
publican In Ih.v Kennte, t.|u> resolution
was inloplcd m.unlmouisly uy u rl.'iing
vote.

closed, and the pupils w-ill enjoy them¬
selves and do as' they· pleas».
Owing to the fact that the' military

will leave for^ Alexandria to-day, there
will be'no'demònstràtlo'n; -as has been the
custom for years. ¦' '"'. ''

-.'"All over the' State, the'day will bo ob-;
served'quietly, except in Alexandria.
For· many years-this old city.has al¬

most spent Its energlea'.ln celebrating the
birthday of Washington·.' The, day is a'
red-letter, one in tho :years as they roll

.along.- tía one resident of Alexandria
can do any more than-any other, one In
paying homage to the memory of the
great and .good George -Washington.
AU the city goes but on a Tiollda'y, and

the- city|ifsthere Invoke- tho aid of tho
patriots,of,thé other sections of the'state
to.help them make "of thè day one grand
holiday. ''¦'..

Big Célébration.
The TMutt'is'that Alexandria, of all

cities in the country,} leads In the ob¬
servance: of the-.blrtlidáy. Such· an ob-
.servancols TO«**st'.fitting, for "the-««treete
of Alexandria· were trod by -Washington'
more than those!,of any.o^arcdty-inhei«^un«*yi--He'-win^hlo*^'-n¿re¿'\tt>8nded· his
lodge' «¿here- arid ran tó.-thViflres. there,
as a member of the local fire.department.
There are;;many.sacred associations of

the great'mah Ih the: old city..·
"

At S o'clock this morning two /.combina^·
-tton companies from-,the Seventieth regi¬
ment, and the Howitzers will leave for

Alexandria. .-There -.will he about, two

hundred men. all.« tolti. The militia, will
be ? command. of Captains Skipwlth
ard King, of Companies C and A. re¬

spectively, and Captain Myers will com¬

mand the Howitzers.
Tlie soldier boys will reach Alexandria

at. 11 o'clock, and will be taken in charge
.by >the Alexandria committee and the
Light Infantry. They will be comfort¬
ably quartered, and will remain until 0"

o'clock Monday night.
Many «if the .visitors will go on to

Baltimore to see the remains of the big
fire, and will, get hack to'Alexandria; In

timo Ho take part in the parade, which
Will start'at 10 o'clock.
Tho Alexandrians on the committee

consist of- some of the most prominent
citizens, as follows:

Association Officers.
Chairmen of- committee: Harry Ham¬

mond, Finar/ce; Charles B. Marshall, Re¬

ception,;-F.'V. D. Westelaken, F.ntertaln-
tnent; Urban 8. Lambert. Transportation;
James F. Peyton, Press; W. W. Balloh-
ger, Decoration; John IT. Trlmyer, Music;
Captain James B. King, Military; Cap¬
tain R.'M'. Latham, Fire Department:
W.'.R. Hamilton. Secret Organizations;
R. Mi Or»ham. Civic Organizations.'
The officers of the Washlhgtor.'s .Birth¬

day Association are: Fred. J. Paff, presi¬
dent; Albert D. Brockett. first vice-presi¬
dent; W. M. Smith, second vice-presi¬
dent; W. ?, Smoot, Jr., third vice-presi¬
dent: MnrshHll iU King, fourth vice-,
president; T. Clifton Howard, fifth vlco-^
president; Harry Raymond, treasurer;
Julian ?. Williams, secretary.
Headquarters: Business Men's League,

southeast corner,, Washington and King
Streets.

.' In addition to the Richmond soldiery,
there will he companies from various
other parts of the r'lito, and throe bat¬
talions from the united States army.
The features of the parade will bo the

civic sections, embracing floats represent¬
ing the various Industries of'the city
and allegorical designs,
Alexandria has grown famous for the

splendor of these affairs, and this prom¬
ises to outdo nil others.

BUCKINGHAM STANDS BY
THE AGNEW_0_RGANIZATION

.(Special to 'Hie Times-Dispatch.)
HARRISONBl'IlO, Feb. l¡0.~ln their,

County Convention here to-day, the Ro'ek-
iiiFham Republicans stood by tho State !
organization. lSx-Senutor John Acker I
was endorsed for district delegate to tho j
Natfonnl Convont|on, nnd when a in«·
¿Ion was mado to substituto tho name of I
George 15, 'Hipo, of Rocklnghnm, for that !
of S. Brown Allen, for delegate at largo, ?

the antl-qrgnnizatlon people were de-
fuated'by the overwhelming voto of .'li¬
to 138.
Tho national »administration was eu«

dnrsed without a dissenting vote. J

WILL GIVE TIME TO
MAKE CONFESSION

(Bwclril to The TimM-PIipalch.)
???????). INI.'., Fob, -JO..The grand

Jury, which hns Iweirconsidering this evi¬
dence In the Si'hafer murder ease, lias
adjourccil until next month without giv¬
ing any reason for so doing. James Mo·
I'huta.ld, arrested on a, chargo of murder¬
ing Miss Soliafcr and held In prison at

BlAomlrigtoii, Is said to be hearing a nerv¬

ous collapse, li. Is gonerally believed hero
Ihiil. Ilio grand Jury's aollon was duo In
n. holtef thai McDonald soon would muke
p. eonie»sloft4

Messrs. Spooher, Morgan Money
andTillman Figure in the*

Day's Proceedings.

??? QUESTION OF SECESSION

South Carolina Senator,' Says It;
Might Have Succeeded' if We

Had Had a: Strong. Ally.

. (By Associated Press.) ¡ ·>

WASHINGTON. D. C, .Feto. 20..Pan¬
ama was the subject of three speeches
in the Senate to-day, and was the only

subject qf general Importance that re¬

ceived any attention. - Mr. Spooner com-·'

pleted the speech begun by him on Thurs¬
day, and Mr. Morgan and Mr. Money
both made brief addresses. Mr. Morgan
spoke in opposition to tho treaty, as

usual, and announced that he would not
be heard again on the treaty. Mr. Money
announced his Intention to vote for the
ratificaUon of the canal treaty.
Minister Bunnii-Variila was an inter¬

ested spectator of the day's proceedings.,
occupying a front seat In tho diplomatic
gallery.
Mr..Morgan inado an appeal for a care-,

ful revision of the treaty, so as' to make
.sure of tho footing of the United States
in Panama when the canal shall be
constructed. Ho urged' that the treaty
should be so amendod as ,une<|uivocally-
to permit the Intervention of tho United
States In case of 'necessity.· Ho urged'·
lis a reason for this suggcstion-hls·opin¬
ion that. ulUmately Panama would drift
back' Into union with Colombia unless
hold In leash by this country. In this
connection he. asserted that tho Spaniards
.of Panama.and Colombia always would
be found co-operating In all things In
reprobation of tho United Stales.
President's .Course Indefensible.
Mr. Money declared that the President's

coursa In violation of international law
bad been such us to render |t Indefensi¬
ble. He was sure that this and other
acts of the United States In connection
with tho. Panama revolt would deserve
and receive tho censuro of history; But
bad as our course hud been In Panama,
hu said, it was nu worse Ihari our courso
In Hawaii and tho Philippines hud been.
Ho also contended that, the President had
been wrong In his*recognition of Panama,
but .concluded that us ho hail given It
recognition, Us'Independence was estab¬
lished and Us rights us ? nation fixed,
and this status being fixed, Ilio new

republic had a right to cuter luto Ilio
treaty.
Mr. Money referred u> the action of tho

Sta.io Legislature of Mississippi, request;
log him 'to! vote for .the canal treaty,
saying fhnt. .that request had as much
Influence "with him as,-/would a, command.
Ho regretted that'.the voto for tho treaty,
on the Democratic'side of the. chamber
would not .bó unanimous,'for he thought
such unanimity would bo a very happy
circumstance.

.. ,·, ¦"] i-V :. :.,
Spooher and-Tillman.

Mr. Spooner declared It to be .strange
that men ..whar· had 'spoken-' with' such
feeling jof the_ condition ? of Cuba before
the Spanish "

war sh'ould not have a
word to say-for Panama. In responso to a

question from .Mr. .Tilintan, Mr. Spooner
defended the orders of the government of
the United States prohibiting'the landing
of troops _wlthl.il fifty·.miles of the canal.
.Mr. Tilímán said that tho nlted States
never would have, interfered In,Panama's,
affairs If the canai'had-not/been Involved,:
and Mr. Sp'ooner replied'that the,Presi¬
dent htld,qb,eyed ,the'acts.'!of Congress-In
all that he. had done. -, ;
lAVhen ¦· Ms·.* 'THtman ."again interrupted
Mr.· Spopoer.,the. latter e*blalmed rather,
impatiently: "Ohi If the'senator Would
only-read'trre·declaration of thrrpeople of
Panama,!" .,· ,.· >
"1 don't want to read any manifestos

gotten up in-New Yorkl". responded Mr.·
Tillman'. '¦¦'¦: ·

"No."· replied Mr.. Spoonor, "the senator,
doesn't want anything'but to havo his'
own way."
Further replying to Mr. Tillman, he said

that If tho South Carolina senator had
been in Panama, he would have been the
chief conspirator ...ere, and Mr. Tillman
replied that hfs antagonist had paid him
a great compliment.
.Mr. Spooner took advanlago of this op¬

portunity to say that in making this ad-.
mission. Mr. Tillman ..was conceding ,ail
that ho had himself contended. Mr. Till¬
man would not, howo-vfer, admit that'lió'
had any Ugh regard for the Colombians,
"G· have called' 'em a' mangy lotj" he
said, "and the senator-from'Wisconsin
has mado'em out a mangier lot than I
have."

Both Charge Partisanship.
Mr. Spooner replied that Tillman 'ivas

simply seeklng'tq find opportunity for a?
attack on,the "President, .and'·'hi responso
Mr, Tillman' declared that Mr, Spooner
was simply giving voice' to· bis own par-'
tlsanshlp-by such utterances.
Referring to the President's course, Air.

Spooner said that no ono need roll under
his tongue as a sweet morsel the conton-
ti'ou that in recognizing Panama tho
President had committed himself to the
secession of tho Southern States, iwhloh
was, ho said, a-' very different ¡matter.
That would do for Confederate veterans'
daughters meeting,.»but not for Confed¬
erate veterans themselves.
Mr. Culberson asked; "How about the.

President's Capon Springs speech?" But
.Mr, Spooner declared that the. doctrine
of secession lu this· country hud .been
covered too 'fully by Daniel -Webster'·
reply to Ilayne to render It necessary·,to
go into that..question..Moreover the;Amer-
Ican secession had fulled.
"But,"- asked Mr. Tllltnuii, "would tye

havo failed If we had In. France or

England a blgfrlewl like Panama bad m
tho United Stntos ti/ keep you people
uway?"
When Mr..Spooner eoiie.Iudod the Senate

adjourned until Monduy.

FIVE PERSONS ARE DROWNED
WHILE SKATING ON THE ICE.

'-¦. c

Three Boys Go Umici* tlio Ice,
Two Brothers Are Drowned

i, and I he Other Resuscitated,
(Special to The Tlmes-DIspiitoh.)

WAKläFii3LD, VA., Fob. liO.-SYhflo a

party of young girls and hoys went skat¬
ing to-day on Ilio Ico at llrlttlo'u mill
pond, nom· this pince, Johnnie Owi?p,
U'ray "Rowell and Shirley Owen broke,
through'*'tho ice, and while Rowell muy
recover from the accident, both the Owoii
brothers were drowned. The boys who
wero drowned flouted down under tho Ice
so that It wus a considerable time after
they went into tho water before their
bodies were recovered.
iOvery restorative that was known by

those present was applied to resuscitate
Rowell, but It Is not expected at thlti
lime that their efforts will be. Biiccessful.

(Speclnl to The Tlmes-Dlspatch,)
?'?????????a, \'¿. Feb. an.-Mrs. J.

Edward Moyler Ibis evening received
news of Ihe death by drowning of her
two nephews, John and Khtriey Owen,
('carteen and fifteen years old, near their
homo at Wukeflclrt, Sussex, county, and
lOl'l tu ulghi íoy IÍMM. i'lvi-COt

Mr, Ti. E. Bnclgèforth, His Grand¬
daughter and Joel Johnson

Lost in Amelia,
(Specilli to The TImrs-Dlspatcli.)

AMKLIA, VA-, Feb. Ä.-0'??? of the sad-
dest. accident» for a long time occurred
this afternoon, when- II. 12. Brldgeforlh,
one of tho most prominent men in the
oounty; his granddaughter, Miss Rnsa-
bello AVutklns, and J,oel Johittmn wore
drowned In Brldgeforth's 1'ond,. The three
wore skating about u querer of a mile
from tho datu when tho ice gave way,
and it. Is supposed that em-li in trying tu
help the other all were lost. AH of the
bodies havo been recovi-ued, and the
burial will he announced lutor.

PORTO RICO WANTS TO
BECOME A STATE

(Ry Associated Press.)
SA ? JUAN, PORTO RICO. Kob. "10.-

The Federal Assembly to-day, by a vote
ol 6» to 15, demanded that l'orto Rico
be udmttUd to statehood or t|iat tbo
island Wq fVanUd. indenti·«!'*·^

LIGHT OF
THEJALK

Mr. Williams Not a Can-
diciate for Presidency/ '

IS BARRED BY g!
HIS LOCATION

Though ..Some Hold . That ,?ßt
Cleveland Had Reference.to '..·

Minority leader. >_

THE HEARST BOOM G ?

IS CAUSING ALARCI

It Cannot he Understood WhW
.JVIr. Bryan Is Such'a Friend ¦'*

of Mr: Hearst.May t [
Capture .the"New

York".Dele- .'.' ''-

gation...
From pur. 'Regluar Correspondent.) v¡.
WASHINGTON, D.. C.. Feb. ,20.."TeuV^

It Is true "that" my boom for the Demo-;''
ciatlo nomination tolthe presidency is
growing finely.'* eald ,???. John Sharp
Williams, bf 'Mississippi/ the'D'erriocratlq.;:
floor- leader,.. lo o. newspaper -, man' .to«.-'
day. "My people think well of the pro'p^v
osltlon to nominate roe, and-'I tha've'learh-j!·'!
ed .recently that I airi'.endorsed.-by Mh'aj
citizen» of Shubu.ta,.;, ;Tooms,poba, ,,-; Shif-'v
quahik, Chfckaaahay, Buekatiirna/ ?$F
tartla, Yloughlougheny, and Qraball," and-;;
ho' hastened "back Into the hall of {her
House" of P-epcesental Ivés,- leaving "the'
riuwspaper man wondering, whother th·-·
Mlsslsslpylan. wem? .giving.names .of 'real
places, in his State, or had-only been e_-,
biblUug his linguistic, abilities.
Mr. "Williams was-only making light'

of tho talk'heard In some quarters that.':
he would make a good candidate for; the
presidency; Sòme have said'that'In th«;
recent letter of .Mr. ·¦ Clftveiitnd, '' la'.V
which he said that the geographical Idea-,
tion .of the candidat© should not ; inilu-''.'¦
eu'ce'f|the convention, had .reference ¡to;,
the fact that tho Derriocratlo leader1 ¡??',
the House isr a Mlssissipplan. j Mr. yV^l-;,;
ham's. is a,nàt'lvè .of Tennessee, hut '·6^ß;;?
Went the· greater· part of hisilfo.ln Mi's-v
SlSSippi.- "!-"'. .·,.;. ':'-.',-.' -,..... .,·.--. -·.'.

There IS vrio likelihood of Itoryflîllwafâ
belng'ia .candidate-for the nominaUòh'.
His;place of hirtltand residence-bar.h'lmV
It is,sbld«tKâ-t""tlioVdelegation-from Mis-',
Birslppl is" more likely to" bo for Mr.'
Hé'arát 'than anybody? else., ':?- Demo? ?
orati'G? discussing this, fact to-day^'re^'
marjeed that·'; Mr. /"Williams was barred',·
'from,'tW nommait Ion. because of his place
of birth and "Hearst by d-^- nigh cvery-?
thing olse,".
So ? am now brought ' again'

to. -the subject -. oC .my letter in.!
The Times-Dispatch of last. 8_?-',/
day.William R. Heäret and the" Demo¬
cratic nomination to the· presidency. t
pointed out then that there was great,
uneasiness among th© conservatives :1ns,i
the.party lest.Mr.. Hearst, and .Mr..Bryan,,
.working In harmony, should capturo th· ¦'

St. Louis Convention and"write the.plat-.1
form and select the candidate.. There;,
Is no lessening of .that fear. IinenUoned
sçvofal States .practically'. conceded ,to.
Hearst, but. did not mention Mississippi.'
This was because the fact was not gen-
orally, realized that, he. was'.'so ¡.strong
hi. that, State. Now, his· supportare. ara

claiming that he> will capturo tho dele··.
Ration, and" it Is aald that some of th·
Mississippi· friends of other candidate« '¦

aro almost, ready to admit that th· State *

is gone.·..... ·.'.···' .. ...

But tho most. Interesting deyelqr»mpn<l,(,.
In tho Hearst boom In the past' w'bek.J« >

tho ioars of Judge Parker's friends that.·
tho millionaire, candidato .will get the j
Now York delegation. It Is 'reported'" Uniti |
tho former are, greatly 'älarniecjl'.at tlitO
.apparent strength of Mr; llea'rst" árñiiñ^i
tho worklngmen'.(of Now York city "unoVI
State,

"

The fact, is made,¦ 1_9.ro. apparanti'
than over by reason of tho formation oC
many Hearst clubs throughout the State, j
Iti Pennsylvania and Illinois, tho' He*rf t,Î
people aro very .active,\ahd clubs'have}
.sprung up In' various· cltleR,.formed for;'
the purpose of furthering. Mr.. Herirsti^yciindidaiiy, ... '',.,., .'.'>''!
Oho or two ..Hearst club« >have been!

forinoti. jn ( Virginia. Ui each case they,
aro composed' chiefly of'mon who. earn.',
their, living· li¿ dally toll." Mr.' .Hearst,.1,
through , his 'newspapers, soenis to have
deeply impressed the workingmenoCtì\é
country with tho Idea that, lie Is par;
excellence their friend. There seems .nor
special ground for believing that ho care»
more for them than Judge Parker does.'..-
fur Instance; but Judge Parker lias not Í
a newspaper in wlilcirto assert h|s ???·.|.
for the son« of toll, and Mr. Hearst hai»;'.'
three, and will soon have another, one. ·'<
A prominent Democratic member of

the House of Representatives reo£ar.»4 ;
to nie the other dny Unit he.-wa'a'utUrijr j
uuabln to eompre|ioiul, tho friendly· re|;t- ;
lions which subsisted between Mr. Heartt i
and-Mr, Bryan. Mr. Hearst has never'i
been personally in favor of the nomiti·-'
tloiv of Mr. Bryan to tho presidency,'1,
mid has never thought that tho free coin- 1
age of silver was wlso or at all advisable.
But he lus said ho was a Democrat, who
bellevcct it his duty to support tho putty
noinljiuo atuT platform, and ho, has caused j
his papers to do so in both tho campaign· 1

In which Mr. Bryan was Ih« candidate, j
.judgo Porker Is said to havo had pre-,
c.lsely Mr. Hearst's notions regarding Mr.
Bryan's candidacy aiul the free silver I
platform, und did exactly as Mr, Hearst
did as to supporting them, lie vou'd
twlcn for Mr. Bryan for the president*..'
Mr. Oorroaii did tho samo'ihlng, anrtj
liundriida of prominent.· PenwcMt· j,
throughout the country did ihn same,
tiling. Xot many of these are the *p«clflol,
objects of Mr. Bryan's bitterness, arA j
Mr. Hearst I« his warmest, friend. A·'
Mr. AVatUrson »aid recently, Mr. Bry*n »
In astride Mr. Hearst's bar'], steeling f..<
for the White Huui«.
But there is no doubt that the Jt«amt

iMiiillilacy has proportions that are «larrw· j
lug to the advocate« of a »ano candi¬
date <>n ¡1 san«» platfqrm. They think
that tlvo r.iinilnat'on of Mr. Honr«t woiit^ I

niHke it <:«rtaln l.hat iti«i'« vould ¦>· < ?

^iieUtiU,'¦ ;"


